Giardia lamblia and Cryptosporidium infections in child day-care centers in Fulton County, Georgia.
Risk factors for the introduction, spread and persistence of Cryptosporidium and Giardia lamblia infections in child day-care centers are not well understood. In 1989 and 1990 stool specimens were obtained from 292 diapered children attending 17 randomly selected day-care centers in Fulton County, GA; 8 (2.7%) children in 2 centers were infected with Cryptosporidium and 21 (7.2%) children in 7 centers were infected with Giardia. In 1986 the prevalence of Cryptosporidium and Giardia in these same centers had been 0.4 and 11.0%, respectively; the prevalence of Cryptosporidium, but not Giardia, increased significantly (P = 0.04) between 1986 and 1989 to 1990. Risk factors for Giardia infection included day-care attendance for greater than 3 months, the presence of toddlers in the classroom and the presence of other children in the household. Day-care centers with a Giardia-positive child in 1986 were not more likely to have an infected child in 1989 to 1990. Cryptosporidium, like Giardia, may be endemic in day-care centers in Fulton County.